


A triangle 



Philosophy of mind, common sense 
and cognitive science 



Why am I here? 



Things taken for granted 



Typical questions in phil of mind 



Typical questions cont. 



First distinction: ontological vs. 
epistemological questions 



A couple of paradigmatic questions 



Second distinction: scientific vs. 
normative questions  



Normative questions continued   



R. Rorty’s challenge 



1931-2007 



Rorty’s social constructionist view 



An alternative to Rorty’s view 



1987      1935- 



The paradox of free will 



The explanatory scope of naïve 
psychology 



The task of the philosophy of mind 



Brentano’s thesis 
•  Brentano’s (1874) offered puzzling definition of

 intentionality; 
•  His thesis that intentionality is the mark of the mental

 anticipated Rorty’s challenge 
•  (1) It is exemplified by all mental states 
•  (2) It is exemplified only by mental states 
•  Brentano’s definition of intentionality gave rise to both

 Phenomenology (Husserl, etc.) and analytic philosophy
 (Frege/Russell against Meinong) 

•  Furthermore, B’s thesis shaped all analytic philosophy
 of mind in the 20th century. 



Two goals of analytic philosophy 

•  Explanatory reductive goal 
– Define, reduce (chemical analysis)

 complex term or concept into simpler
 constituents. Ex: ‘odd number’ =df ‘number
 divisible by two’ 

•  Therapeutic goal 
•  - Dissolve pseudo-problems 



Russell’s theory of definite descriptions 



Thought experiments 
•  ‘bachelor’=df ‘non-married’ + ‘person’ 
•  Mastery of specialized scientific concepts (‘quark’, ‘DNA’,

 etc.) involves knowing scientific theory. Most natural kind
 concepts (‘tiger’, ‘water’) and philosophically significant
 concepts (‘knowelge’, ‘truth’) are not exhaustively
 definable.  

•  So philosophers of mind have turned to thought
-experiments 

•  Galileo: the principle of the relativity of motion 
•  Twin-Earth, brain in a vat, Mary, Chinese room, etc.  



Topics for CO1  


